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My name is Sam. I was born in Okinawa.
My sister Lisa is two years younger than me.
She was also born in Okinawa.

We lived in the town of Koza.

I want to tell you a story about when I was young.
But, it’s a little sad.
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My Daddy was an American soldier.

My Mommy was from Okinawa.

Daddy was a big man! Mommy was so tiny.

Mommy was very kind. But when she scolded me,

she was scary!

Daddy was really strong.

He often let me ride on his shoulders.

Mommy’s homemade spaghetti had plenty of meat
sauce.

I always had second helpings.
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Mommy was born on a small island in Okinawa.
When she grew up, she worked at a restaurant on
an American military base.

Mommy and Daddy met each other at the restaurant.
They spent a lot of time together, and then they

decided to get married.

But Mommy’s mother and father did not want

them to get married at all.
Because Daddy was American.
Because Daddy was a soldier.
Because Daddy’s skin was black.

Mommy and Daddy got married anyway.

Then, Lisa and I were born.
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When I was little, I was called Sam.

My real name was Osamu.

But, Daddy always called me Sam.
I was always happy when he called me that.

I had a lot of fun when I was little.
My friends and I would play hide-and-seek or explore
the market.

We would also go to the neighborhood candy shop

to drink juice and eat Japanese rice crackers.
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»5H One day, we went to the baths like usual.
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“Are those American kids? Are those hafu
kids? There’s no way they can come into the
bath.”
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Mommy glared at them.
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When I started elementary school, kids started

bullying me, even if I didn’t know them.

They said horrible things to me, like,

“American kid, go back to America! Get out of

Okinawa!”
I wanted to cry.
But I didn’t, because then I would be bullied even
more.

Even my best friends said horrible things to me.

Lisa cried every day on the way home from school.
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But, my friends also teased me about my hair.
Y
ZOHHDEL KEBHLIE 5 5hbID “Your hair is so weird! It’s so curly.”

e . “You're an American but you can’t speak English?”
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“You're a weird American.”

Daddy was worried about me.
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One day I was very sad, and I finally told Mommy
everything. W IATADUR

I told her that Lisa and I were bullied every day,

N BELEShE

T

o Hx-‘?ﬁ )_Jn..
; 3,300 (1% 3,000
M. 200

M. #R250M)

LI P | ?—f—?:b'ﬁ:fl" N BHLEDE

\#1,300
iﬂﬁl

2 ?ﬁﬂmta!:iﬁ .505
A mzﬁiﬂ‘f

Beetles of Okinawa ) 2HFE

3,080F({#2,800-2 750FI(E{%2,500

M ZSUIIJ}

=
A, 650|I]($1'$1 SD{]
AR, $i150M)

AR

3,30 3
s




ROBDHE
TTF4E Zo¥ 1ELEYHIC BEoAE

Ho )Y

AHATE BT HIEVEZADILRALE
Tor VWOH

AL HHh->TNSL

TFA4DLIEH SIZVD U
=55 1ZKIE
Leo¥T D BoHS RELBICELNMTSLSICLE

Lo THEIFYE RLOKEEBHNTEL

FADPL 8B h BT

40

The next morning, Daddy talked gently to me and

Lisa.

“Sam, Lisa, it’s normal for everyone to be

different. Some day, everyone will understand.”
Daddy’s words were powerful.
Because of them, little by little, I started to talk to
my friends about it.

Little by little, I made some good friends.

My heart began to feel a little lighter.
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